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USC Connect
faces challenge of
defining purpose
$2.5 million program
launches online database
Colin Campbell

CCAMPBELL@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Homecoming
It began with an email Sgt. Faile
sent to around 50 people at USC. One
was Derek Scott, an assistant general
manager of the Gamecock Sports
Network.
Scott coordinates the “Military
Family of the Game” promotion with
the Columbia Metropolitan Airport,

Nearly every faculty member in a
series of university focus groups said
they’d heard of USC Connect, but only
two out of three said they understood
the program well enough to explain
what it does.
They see the program’s promotional
p o ster s a rou nd c a mpu s , but for
faculty and students, the engagement
initiative’s mission is still difficult to
grasp, Irma Van Scoy, the program’s
director, said.
Van Scoy wants to change that. After
all, she said, USC Connect involves
everyone at the university.
“It’s something that actually serves
students, a concrete thing students
can relate to,” Van Scoy said. “It’s
important for people to know it’s not
just something they see on a poster.”
The $2.5 m il l ion i n it iat ive
was developed last year af ter t he
university’s Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools accreditation
review to encourage students to pursue
“beyond the classroom” experiences
i n f ive categor ies — com mu n it y
service, global study, internships, peer
leadership and research and discovery
— and to integrate them into in-class
academics.
Van Scoy cited the newly introduced
online database as a prime example of
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Sgt. 1st Class Scott Faile surprises his family as he ends his tour of duty in South Korea at Williams-Brice Stadium Saturday.

Faile family reunited
at Georgia game
Thad Moore

TMOORE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

HARLEM, Ga. — Sgt. 1st Class
Scott Faile was sitting in an office
down the hall when he heard her
voice.
His wife Tammy was thank ing
t wo women on the event staff at
Williams-Brice Stadium; they were
beaming back.
She and their children, Breanna
and Cameron, 15 and 10, respectively,
were taking a tour of the stadium just

“It seems that Mom and the two
k ids were the only ones that did
not know,” Tammy Faile, 41, said,
gesturing toward her kids in their
home here.

before the Georgia game. He hadn’t
seen them in a year.
But Sgt. Faile, 41, stayed put.
The night before, he’d f lown in
from Camp Carroll, South Korea,
and for the last few hours, he’d been
hanging out, watching the LSUFlorida game with a group of police
officers who were on break.
She’d expected his tour of dut y
to end two weeks later; he’d been
planning the surprise for months.
Their friends and family drove
from Georgia and around the state
to see them. As the Failes walked
t h rough t he st ad iu m, ever yone
smiled.

In evening wear,
students vie for crown
Dressed in drag, contestants take
stage in annual Mr. and
Ms. Gaymecock pageant
Priyanka Juneja & Fumilayo Brown-Olateju
NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

o r o n e n i g ht at P T ’s 110 9
n ightclub , n i ne pa r t icipa nt s
competing for the titles of Mr.
and Ms. Gaymecock released their
inhibitions and strove to express their
identity in three pageant acts.
Overhead, a figure danced seductively
in a skintight black one-piece, and as the
pageant began, cheers erupted when the
beat hit.
The buzzing bar was packed with
students and community members, all
there to support USC’s Bisexual, Gay,
Lesbian, Straight Alliance.
McKenzie Scot t , a second-year
internat ional st udies st udent , was
dressed in bright red suspenders and
a matching bow tie and looked like
Charlie Chaplin. Thursday night Scott
was Blaine Anderson instead.
“I t hought it would be f u n and
something to write off my bucket list,”
Scott said. “And also, how often do you

F
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80°
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get to stuff your underwear with socks?”
A sense of determ inat ion was a
common thread that connected the
performers — including Scott.
“I have kind of an attitude and I can’t
let something go,” Scott said. “You have
to take every experience.”
Gavin Sumter was indisputably the
crowd favorite, in a f lattering f loorlength white gown.
“I love to dance and have always been
a dancer and (been) doing choreography
in high heels,” she said. “But I could
never get the full effect without the hair
so one day I got the hair and makeup and
became Nyla Dior.”
It worked, too. As Nyla Dior, Sumter,
a second-year engineering student,
ended the night by taking home the title
of this year’s Ms. Gaymecock. She was
joined by this year’s Mr. Gaymecock
winners, Blaine Anderson and Kurt
Hummel.

Sumter represents a background
shared by a number of people in the
BGLSA community, she said.
It took t ime for her to gaining
acceptance from her family, which
i nspi red her — a nd ot hers — to
participate in the pageant.
“I want to show other people the same
comfort so that younger generations can
be who they want to be,” she said.
Jessica Davies , a first-year English
student, watched the pageant Thursday
and said it helped show the value of the
BGLSA community.
“It’s a safe way to see that we’re not
horrible people and it would do a lot for
the community,” Davies said.
The way Davies sees it, members of
the BGLSA community shouldn’t let
negativity define them — no matter how
unattainable their goal might seem, she
said.
That’s a viewpoint Sumter holds, too.

Historic Happy Hour

Minority Laws

In-state recruits

Columbia is offering
tours of historical
downtown landmarks every Friday
this month.

Columnist Grace
Shepard argues that
the Fisher v. UT case
in Supreme Court is
irrelevant and stems
progress.
See page A9

Signing the top high
school players in the
state has been the
main reason for the
Gamecocks’ recent
success.
See page B1

See page A5

Photos by Parker Jennette / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

“Everyone’s got a fierce b**** in ’em,
so get in contact with that fierce b****,”
Sumter said. “Evaluate yourself (and)
what do you want to do that will make
your life fulfilled, and once you know
what you want to do, do it. Don’t let
anyone tell you different.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/news
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Housing official discusses students’ rights
Issues must be reported
by tenants first
Tanner Abel

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

When Kelsey Pincket took a tour
of her studio apartment last fall, she
thought she’d found a nice place
with a homey feel.
But Pincket, a second-year sport
and entertainment management
student, was in for a surprise.
Ever y thing seemed OK in the
apartment, so she signed the lease
and moved in for the school year.
When she moved in, she starting
noticing issues. The cable and WiFi didn’t work at all — it’d been
pirated illegally. But she and the
landlord worked it out.
A b out a we e k l at er, P i nc k e t
noticed a leak in her ceiling. After
a week, the landlord came to paint

over the water damage, and that
was it.
Pincket wanted to get out of the
lease, but by then, it was too late to
fi nd a subtenant, and she’d have to
pay a year’s rent to break the lease
under state law. She was stuck.
She’s not alone — issues between
students and their landlords aren’t
uncommon.
When they come up, said David
Hatcher, the top housing official
for the city of Columbia, they have
rights.
Fi r st , H atcher sa id, st udent s
should talk to t heir landlord to
resolve the issue.
If they don’t, they should seek
out h i s of f ice , wh ic h over see s
inspections for housing codes.
St ill, when it comes to
enforcement, inspectors can’t break
a lease bet ween a la nd lord a nd
tenant, Hatcher said.
“The tenant is bound to that lease.

That’s what they have to follow,” he
said. “However, if there is a code
violation involving a housing unit,
one of the inspectors can step in
and tell the landlord that they have
to fi x something by a certain time.”
Hatcher’s of f ice get s a lot of
calls from people claiming their
landlord didn’t follow the lease and
wondering if the office could help
them out.
Hatcher said they can only take
care of a limited range of issues,
d e a l i n g m o s t l y w it h t he b a r e
essentials.
In general, the unit has to have
running water, electricity and heat
in the winter time . Landlords are
bound by other basic codes, mostly
reg a rd i ng tena nt s’ safet y. T he
structure has to be sound, and it has
to be clean and pest-free.
Hatcher cautioned that contacting
t h e l a n d l o r d i s a s t u d e n t ’s
responsibility and suggested if he or

she refuses to address the problem,
t he st udent shou ld c a l l a code
inspector to check for potent ial
violations. If there is one, the office
will send a letter to the landlord and
give him or her a certain amount
of t ime to f i x t he problem. For
example, Hatcher said, something
like a leak y pipe has to be f ixed
within 20 days.
If the landlord doesn’t resolve the
issue within the set period of time,
the office can summon him or her
to municipal court.
“However, it is up to the student
to initiate all of this. They need
to contact the landlord fi rst, and if
nothing happens then they can call
us,” Hatcher said.

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/news

CONNECT ● Continued from A1
the program’s value and progress in a forum in
the Russell House Theater Thursday.
The database of fers 250 opport u nit ies,
searchable by semester and category (including
communit y service, student organizations,
living and learning communities, study abroad
and research), and Van Scoy anticipates many
more will follow. The goal, she said, is to bring
opportunities to students online, all in one
convenient place for students to find them.
T h e p r o g r a m ’s 10 - m e m b e r s t u d e n t
representative board has already met eight times
this semester to recruit more students to the
program and help answer their questions about
it. Another five are planned; the next is on Oct.
25.
At the sparsely attended forum, second-year
English student Davontae Singleton, one of the
students whose experiences the program has
advertised, spoke about helping out at the local
Waverly After-School Program.
Van Scoy said afterward that Singleton’s is
an example of a very “doable” project, in an
environment where students have so much else
going on and might be hesitant to try and take
on too much.
Dennis Pruitt, the vice president for Student
Affairs , said USC Connect helps people like
Singleton, who have been recommended by
their colleges to serve as role models for their
peer students, to find more opportunities to get
involved.
“It gives enrichment opportunities for those
students,” he said. “But those students are
the easiest. It’s the other — the 80 percent
— we want to see take advantage of these
opportunities.”
Van Scoy echoed that sentiment and said the
program’s goal is to be a resource for students,
but ultimately, it’s up to the students themselves
to take advantage of it.
“Ultimately, it’s students’ responsibilit y
to make the most of the college experience,”
she said. “We’re trying to give them options
and tools so they can have an outstanding
experience.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/news

Allen Sharpe / South Carolina Athletics

The Faile family, of Harlem, Ga., was reunited after a year apart at Saturday’s football game against Georgia.
REUNION ● Cont. from A1
and recently, they’d been
talking about bringing a
serviceman home.
That’s when Sgt. Faile
emailed, around three
months ago. They found
him a hotel room and
told his family t hey’d
been picked to be
honored.
Before he left South
Korea, he recorded a
v ideo message to h is
family. He thanked them
for their sacrifices — for
uprooting when he was
restationed and carrying
on while he was overseas.
“Just keep i n m i nd
that my tour is almost
over,” he told them in
the video. “I’ll see you
real, real soon.”
T he y watched h i m
from the 30-yard line.
Tammy Faile wiped tears
from her eyes; Breanna
and Cameron covered
their mouths.
“It completely touched

me, and I was bawling
my eyes out,” Tammy
Faile said, “but I kept
saying, ‘I’d rather have
him here.’ I think that’s
what got me even more
upset — that he wasn’t
home.”
He was standing inside
the visitors’ tunnel. A
few m inutes later, he
stepped out i nto t he
end zone in his A rmy
fatigues.
“He was rearing to
go,” S c ot t sa id. “ He
practically ran over me
on his charge out there.”
The stadium, packed
in with a sold-out crowd,
erupted.
Ta m my d id n’t hea r
any of it. Her focus, she
said, was on him. The
three sprinted.
She tugged on
Breanna’s shirt to edge
her out; their sideline
passes f lapped behind
them.
Tammy jumped into
a n embrace w it h her

husba nd, a nd t heir
ch ildren clu ng to h is
arms. The crowd roared
into a “U-S-A” chant.
Unexpected attention
Li ke h is w ife, Sg t .
Faile didn’t pay much
attention to them.
He set up his return
for his family, he said
— to thank them and
surprise them at the end
of his tour of duty. He
hopes it’s his last.
St ill, t he moment’s
gone viral.
A friend from Hawaii
wrote to say she’d seen
it on the news; men who
usually shielded t heir
emotions told the family
they’d cried when they
watched it.
They weren’t alone. A
video posted to YouTube
picked up more than a
million views within a
week , and it spread up
across the world. The
clip made it onto t he
“Today” show, “Good

M o r n i n g A m e r i c a ,”
CN N’s headline news
and a slew of others.
His wife said she was
glad so m a ny people
cou ld share in t he
moment, but Sgt. Faile
do e s n’t c a r e f or t he
attention.
He wishes the video
hadn’t made it online,
and he wants to get back
to l ife as usual — to
doi ng chore s a rou nd
t he hou se a nd goi ng
to Cameron’s football
practices.
He’s a q u ie t m a n ,
Tammy Faile said; that’s
why she was surprised
his return was so
elaborate.
They live in a modest,
one-stor y home in
a sma l l subd iv ision
near Fort Gordon. It’s
i n r u r a l G eorg ia , i n
a n u na ssu m i ng tow n
hemmed in by stretches
of forest.
Harlem, Ga., is best
k now n for producing
a comed ia n who wa s
w idely famous in t he
1920s and ’30s. Now,
it’s back in the spotlight
again — at least for a
moment.
“I’ll subject myself
to those 15 minutes (of
fame) for them, I guess,”
he said, looking to his
family, who’d squeezed
onto a couch nex t to
him.
They had to go.
Cameron had a football
game in an hour, and
the family needed to get
ready.
Sgt. Faile was getting
used to being back. He’s
back to driving the kids
to school, keeping up
with their laundry and
h e l p i n g Ta m m y o u t
around the house — and
sleeping off his jet lag.
“ D a d d y ’ s h o m e ,”
Tammy Faile said. “My
baby’s home.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/
news

National Coming Out Day

Brian Almond / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

As members of USC’s Bisexual, Gay, Lesbian and
Straight Alliance celebrated National Coming Out
Day, they did so literally.
They set up a door frame on Greene Street midday
Thursday and encouraged students to walk through
and come out.
First, students wrote their sexual orientations on
white boards and posters; when they walked out,
they bore them with pride.
The event was followed up later in the evening by
the Miss and Mr. Gaymecock Pageant, BGLSA’s
annual amateur drag show.
— Compiled by Thad Moore, News Editor
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Tough talk on
Iran bad policy
move for US
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War not always answer,
contrary to GOP beliefs

KRISTYN WINCH
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USC Connect does
not create success
I r m a Va n S c oy , USC C on ne c t ’s
executive director, said in a meeting
T h u r s d a y e v e n i n g t h a t i t ’s t h e
responsibility of students to make the
most out of the college experience.
We agree.
That’s why we’re so befuddled by the
$2.5 million program . So far, the only
tangible thing
to come out
“Students who
of it is t h is
wish to seek
“beyond t he
classroom”
opportunities
search engine.
have already
The idea
found them
beh i nd t hat
is f lawed, and
through the
st ill would
numerous other b e e v e n i f
it ret u rned
informational
ore than
outlets available m
250 results (an
to them on
absolute joke
when there are
campus.”
30,000 of us at
our Columbia
campus alone). At its base level, it’s
redundant.
The popu lat ion of USC st udent s
who wish to seek these opportunities
out have already found them through
t he nu merou s ot her i n for mat iona l
outlets available to them on campus.
Those who don’t wish to seek out these
opport u nit ies won’t all of a sudden
want to just because Joe Smit h, t he
overachiever whose face is on a USC
Connect poster, did. And they certainly
aren’t going to suddenly flock to a search
engine and magically want to become
involved.
The bottom line is this: USC Connect
is not the reason successful students are
successful — they would be without the
help of USC Connect. No $2.5 million
push is going to force other students to
be successful. In a university already
teeming with other resources to get
involved, a pricey, ill-stocked search
engine just doesn’t have a place.

Aﬃrmative action no longer relevant
Minority law only serves
to limit societal progress
The case of Fisher v. University
of Texas, which the Supreme Court
heard on Oct. 10 , brings up an
i mpor t a nt issue over race a nd
how diversity should be handled
in school. The case challenges a
law that allows race to inf luence
admissions decisions
at universities around
the country. This rule
is meant to encourage
diversit y. However,
cont inuing to allow
people to be judged by
their race or heritage,
Grace
whether it be for good
Shepard
or bad, is stif ling to
First-year
our society.
music student
In 2008, two female
students applied to the University
o f Te x a s a n d w e r e d e n i e d
ad m ission . T he su it wa s f i led
because they both felt they had
been discriminated against based
on race. The two students, both
white, were placed into a pool of
applicants that were qualified based
on many different criteria, such as
leadership, community service and
academics but also based on race.
The idea behind this process is
that it will allow minorities equal
opportunity to enter college. But
what exactly is a minority today?
In the 1970s, it was women and
African Americans. Soon after, this
title of “minority” was extended to
Hispanics and Asians. Now, there
are more than ten “minorities”
to choose from on a school form.
At this point, the minorities are
on the verge of overcoming the

so-called “majorities.”
By allowing this law to stay in
effect, we are limiting our society’s
progress. As a minorit y myself,
I do not want to know that I got
accepted to a college or became
entitled to a major benefit or even
got a free soda because of the color
of my skin. Minorities should be
judged on their accomplishments
a nd t hei r t a lent s. T he idea of
equality should mean that everyone
receives equal treatment and not
that those who could possibly be
minorities should get extra help
along the way.
The minorit y law also allows
universities to ensure that they
have an equal representation of all
types of students in their incoming
classes and that they have diversity
in their student body. But as much
good as this law has endeavored
to do, it only gives the appearance
of universities trying to snatch up
minorities like missing pieces in a
puzzle. Students with outstanding
q u a l i f i c at io n s s h o u ld n o t b e
overlooked because there are too
many white people or Hispanic
people already in the incoming
class.
In t he 21st cent ur y, issues of
race shouldn’t be issues anymore.
A law giving universities power to
evaluate applicants by race needs
to change so this generation can
evolve from the last generation.
Maybe the law was not a bad law
back when it was necessar y to
promote the role of minorities in
societ y. However, that time has
passed, a nd i n order for us to
continue forward, this law needs
to change.

Fresh off his lie-filled debate
“victory” last week, Mitt Romney
spent this week flexing his foreign
policy muscles. Tough talk on
I ra n, echoed i n t he Un ited
Nations by Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, has been
one of his major talking points,
alongside a pledge to bloat an
already bloated defense budget
with trillions of dollars.
T he l i ne up of Rom ne y ’s
foreign policy advisers reads like
a w ho’s w ho of
neo-conservative
i d e o l o g y .
Holdovers from the
George W. Bush
administration fill
its ranks, promising
Scott Horn t h a t a R o m n e y
Fourth-year
presidency will see
political science
the same foreign
student
defense polic y
that brought us the disastrous
occupation in Iraq.
So, military adventurism in
Iran. There’s no potential way
that could backfire on us. The
Iraq War, built upon a lie and
unfunded, cost us an estimated
$2.4 trillion and the lives of
nearly 4,500 American soldiers.
This fails to factor in the untold
thousands of innocent Iraqis
killed and that the shattered Iraq
became a haven for terrorists only
after we invaded.
Iran wants only to claim the
nuclear power promised to an
A merican-backed dictator in
the 1970s, and with it the ability
to enter a new age in industry.
Instead, it faces hostility and
aggression from Israel and the
United States. The West has
spent 30 years interfering with
Iranian sovereignty and denying
it the resources needed to enter
the 21st century.
Certainly Iran has not helped
itself with its inf lammator y,
extremist rhetoric. But these are
only words. It’s time to shut the
war hawks up and treat Iran with
common sense.

Romney inconsistent, quickly losing credibility
Flip-ﬂopping views on signiﬁcant issues
bring validity of goals into question
Mitt Romney, by almost all accounts, won the
presidential debate last week to revive a campaign
that seemed dead in the water at the end of last
month. But he has taken heat for a comment to
the Des Moines Register about abortion that
contradicts a pledge he made during the primaries
to fight for anti-abortion legislation . This is
normal for Romney, who has demonstrated a
clear penchant for changing his views on just
about any subject arbitrarily. A nd while he is
hardly the first politician to be labeled a f lipflopper, and he will not be the last, the remarkable
i nconsistenc y of Rom ney ’s v iews has been
downright mind–boggling.
Ea rl ier t h is week Rom ney gave a speech
titled “The Mantle of Leadership” to lay out his
current vision for foreign policy. In that speech,
which featured him using hilariously delusional
American exceptionalism as a case for returning

to the interventionist policies that left the U.S.
t rillions of dollars in debt and mired in an
unwinnable war, Romney managed to contradict
multiple previously stated views. The biggest of
these was his promise that he would
recommit A merica to ensuring a
peacef u l ag reement bet ween
Palestinians and Israelis. That would
mean a lot more if Romney had not
said he would “kick the can down the
road” on those negotiations in the
Steven
now infamous “47 percent” video .
Moore
He has stuck by his declaration that
Third-year
he would increase defense spending
political science
but this vow clearly contradicts his
student
insistence upon limiting the scope of
government once elected.
In last week’s debate Romney had multiple
reversals. He claimed his tax plan would not cut
taxes for the wealthy even though the tax plan he
released in February called for a 20-percent cut
across the board, including a rate reduction in

About The Daily Gamecock

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
V ie w p oi nt s p a g e i s t o s t i mu l at e
discussion in the University of South
Carolina community.
All published authors are expected
to provide logical arguments to back
their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters to
the editor, guest columns and feedback
on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should be
submitted via email to gamecockeditor@
sc.edu. Letters must be 200 to 300 words

the top bracket from 35 percent to 28 percent. He
has claimed eliminating loopholes and deductions
will mean they pay the same effective rate, but
a look at tax data shows top earners don’t use
enough loopholes to make that true. Romney also
claimed his plan for health care would include
covering pre-existing conditions, even though
he had previously stated the health care system
“doesn’t work that way.”
“Polit ician” has always been sy nony mous
with “liar” in my mind, because it is virtually
impossible for any politician to even remember
all of the things they promise constituents in
order to get elected, let alone do them. But there
has to be a line somewhere, and Romney clearly
has crossed it. He has, at some point, switched his
position on just about every significant political
issue.
My life has been very different from Romney’s,
and I just don’t share many of his current views.
But luckily, if his past has taught us anything, it’s
that those views will change.

in length and include the author’s name,
year in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
colu m ns. Colu m n ist s shou ld keep
submissions to about 500 words in
length and include the author’s name
and position.
The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense submissions for length
and clarity, or not publish at all.
All submissions become the property
of The Daily Gamecock and must
conform to the legal standards of USC
Student Media.

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily
Gamecock, let us know about it. Email sagcked@mailbox.
sc.edu and we will print the correction in our next issue.

CONTACT INFORMATION

The Daily Gamecock is the editorially independent student newspaper of
the University of South Carolina. It is published daily during the fall and
spring semesters and nine times during the summer with the exception of
university holidays and exam periods. Opinions expressed in The Daily
Gamecock are those of the editors or author and not those of the University
of South Carolina.
The Board of Student Publications and Communications is the publisher
of The Daily Gamecock. The Department of Student Media is the
newspaper’s parent organization. The Daily Gamecock is supported in
part by student-activity fees. One free copy per reader. Additional copies
may be purchased for $1 each from the Department of Student Media.
Editor-in-Chief
COLIN CAMPBELL
Managing Editor
KRISTYN SANITO
Copy Desk Chief
SYDNEY PATTERSON
Assistant Copy Desk Chiefs
ANDERSEN COOK
SARAH GENAY
Design Directors
GEORGE HINCHLIFFE
AUSTIN PRICE
Senior Designer
CHRIS BROWN
News Editor
THAD MOORE
Assistant News Editors
AMANDA COYNE
CAROLINE BAITY
Viewpoints Editor
ALICE CHANG

Assistant Viewpoints Editor
CARL BRZORAD
The Mix Editor
CHLOE GOULD
Assistant Mix Editor
KRISTYN WINCH
Sports Editor
ISABELLE KHURSHUDYAN
Assistant Sports Editor
PAULINA BERKOVICH
Photo Editors
BRIAN ALMOND
ANDREW ASKINS
Senior Photographer
PARKER JENNETTE
Webmaster
MATT BROWN
Assistant Webmaster
SYDNEY PATTERSON
Staﬀ Writers
TYLER SIMPSON, KYLE HECK

Oﬃces located on the third ﬂoor of Russell House
EDITOR
gamecockeditor@sc.edu
NEWS
sagcknew@mailbox.sc.edu
VIEWPOINTS
sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu

THE MIX
sagcketc@mailbox.sc.edu
SPORTS
sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
ONLINE

Newsroom:
777-7726
Sports:
777-7182

Editor’s oﬃce:
777-3914
Fax:
777-6482

Copy Editors
KIANTÉ CHAPMAN,
MA X BAUMAN, A ARON MCDUFFIE,
ELIZABETH MINTEN, HANNAH JEFFREY,
KENNY CLARKE, SARAH GRENCI,
JONATHAN HOLT, ALEX JOHNSON, ERIN
FOWLER, SARAH MARCHBANKS, BRIDGET
NOONAN, PAULA NOVACKI
Designers
ANNIE DROWNE, SAMANTHA EDWARDS,
KRISTMAR MULDROW, ANNIE PARHAM,
MAXWELL BAUMAN, AMORY THOME
Photographer
SPENCER SCOTT
Graduate Assistant
BYRON WELLMAN
Student Media Director
SCOTT LINDENBERG
Faculty Adviser
ERIK COLLINS

Creative Director
EDGAR SANTANA
Business Manager
KRISTINE CAPPS
Advertising Manager
SARAH SCARBOROUGH
Production Manager
C. NEIL SCOTT
Creative Services
JEMIMAH EKEH, GEORGE HINCHLIFFE,
CARLY KEITH, MADDIE MCDOWELL,
TUCKER PRESCOTT, AUSTIN PRICE
Student Advertising Manager
CASEY HOWARD
Advertising Representatives
LAUREN BAILEY, CHRIS BEAUREGARD, CHAD
HUGHES, ADAM HARMS, DANA JENNINGS,
FRANK PISCO, HALEY POPE, CLAIRE POTTS

“You may say I lost everything,
but I still had my bedazzler.”
— Lady Gaga

Friday, October 12, 2012 A5

HISTORIC HAPPY HOUR
Courtesy of Ashley Tucker

Tours showcase key landmarks in downtown
Columbia every Friday evening in October
Mary Cathryn Armstrong

MARMSTRONG@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Thinking back on our elementary school days,
many of us can recall long field trips spent trekking
around our town’s historic sites, trailing behind a
robust, robotic tour guide named Bernice who rasped
out information more quickly than most of us could
cross our legs and sit.
Now, the Columbia Historic Foundation is putting
a whole new spin on the walking tour, serving up a
Capital City cocktail that is one part happy hour and
two parts history.
Every Friday this month, the foundation hosts
“Happy Hour History” tours, a guided walkthrough
of some of the metropolitan area’s most famous (and
a few lesser known) historic buildings and hot spots.
For only $25, guests can experience all of the
brick-lined background of Adluh Flour, Starbucks in
the Vista (yes, it has more history than the pumpkin
spice latte) and the DuPre building on Gervais
Street . But what really sets this tour apart is what
happens between the stops.
Along the tour, patrons are invited to drop in at
two local bars or eateries to sip a few complimentary
cocktails, nosh on local food fare and learn a little
bit about the building’s past life on the Columbia
time line. It’s the perfect combination of the old and

the aperitif, and Historic Foundation Marketing
Coordinator Ashley Tucker says the tours are
continuing to renew interest in a city history that
even some natives may not be aware of.
“We are always trying to get people to learn more
about Columbia’s history through our walking
tours,” Tucker said. “Especially in the Vista, we have
so many revamped bars and restaurants that are really
taking advantage of each building’s preservation and
history. It’s important that we bring business and
community awareness to what’s out there.”
Tucker said this year’s kickoff event went off
with a big bang, drawing even bigger crowds than
previous years. And the Happy Hour History tours
are only just now hitting their stride — last week’s
tour drew almost 30 attendees and today’s is already
sold out. Besides educating the community on the
history of their urban environment, Tucker said the
foundation’s tours also serve another purpose: to
change the face of what people perceive as “historic.”
“A lot of people hear the words ‘historic foundation’
and think we’re some kind of stuffy old organization,”
she said with a laugh. “But we’re really not. And we
try to launch events like this to draw in history buffs
from every age group and each generation.”
The tours typically jump around to different
restaurants each week, venturing from classic fingerlicking favorites at Carolina Wings to the more
breezy, tropical flavors dished up daily at Mojitos.
But no matter the locale, Tucker says the relationship
between the historic foundation and the Vista’s local
businesses has always been a “winning combination,”

creating a positive, mutually beneficial partnership
that inspires Columbians to dine, drink and discover
local.
“A lot of Vista businesses have done a great job
of renovating and supporting the preservation of so
many of the buildings located in the downtown area,”
she said. “Even the new construction has been built
to look like it fits in with the rest of the atmosphere,
and a lot of people don’t even realize that these are
older buildings that have been restored. We’re just
trying to bring people to places where they haven’t
ever been before or may not generally have access to.”
The Happy Hour Histor y Tours r un ever y
Friday this October, and Tucker says the groups are
generally kept to around 20 people so each guest gets
a personalized experience with the locations they’re
visiting. There’s plenty of time for mingling and
learning, and of course, there’s plenty of old-school
history to devour. So, even if you’re just passing
through the Vista on your way to work, chances are,
you’re going to spot something that has its roots deep
in our city’s past.
“Every day, tons of people who drive through the
Vista don’t even realize there’s a ton of history here,”
Tucker said. “We’re trying to attract all those people
who have time to go out for a drink after work but
are also interested in learning more about their city.
There’s so many cool places Columbia has to offer,
and we’re just trying to open up the door.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

‘Pitch Perfect’ takes small twist on showbiz shtick
Film introduces a capella
to collegiate competition
genre with strong cast
Tyler Simpson

TSIMPSON@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

“Pitch Perfect”
NOW IN THEATERS

Director: Jason Moore
Starring: Anna Kendrick,
Rebel Wilson, Brittany Snow
Rating: PG-13 for sexual
material, language and drug
references
Musical showbiz shtick has made
a huge comeback over t he years.
We’ve especially seen it w it h t he
popularity of televised musicals like
“Glee,” “Smash” and, more recently,
“Nashville.”
But “Pitch Perfect” is the musical
showbiz sht ick we have seen over
and over again, the type that’s sole
focus is collegiate competition. From
cheerleader competitions (“Bring It
On”) to marching bands (“Drumline”)
to street dance (“Step Up”), these
types of fi lms follow a similar formula
that involves rivaling teams and a big
fi nale that decides who comes out on
top.
“Pitch Perfect” follows the same
formulaic stor y, except it gives us
something new: a cappella singing
while adding a bit of “Bridesmaids”
humor. Let me assure you the movie
isn’t as funny as “Bridesmaids,” but it
has moments with its gross-out gags,
well-cast leads and some enjoyable

mashups of pop culture tracks.
Anna Kendrick plays aspiring DJ
and attitudinal hipster Beca, forced
to go to college by her professor when
all she wants to do is produce music.
On the fi rst day, she’s asked to join the
Barden Bellas, an all-girl a cappella
group that suffered a heav y loss in
competition after one of its members
projectile-vomits all over the judges
(this is actually a running gag in the
fi lm).
T he tea m now i nclude s Bec a ,
oversexed St acie (A lex is K napp) ,
near-mute Lilly (Hana Mae Lee) and
flamboyant Fat Amy (Rebel Wilson),
who calls herself that to prevent others
from using it as an insult. Realizing
that the group prefers to stay outdated
while singing Ace of Base, Beca urges
them to modernize their st yle and
take more risks.
As usual with this st yle of film,
the girls have a rival team, an all-boy
group called the Treble Makers. Also
formulaic is a romance that exists
between these rival teams, with Beca
entering into a fl irting friendship with
warbler Jesse (Skylar Astin, the cast’s
weak link), who tries to woo Beca by
making her watch the fi nal sequence
from “The Breakfast Club.”
With a movie like “Pitch Perfect,”
there are four principle aspects to
criticize: the story, the acting, the
humor and the vocal work. The story
may not offer anything new other
than the a cappella aspect, but the
script does offer some clever oneliners, mostly delivered by supporting
actors Elizabet h Bank s a nd Joh n
Michael Higgins.
As for acting, the most enjoyable
p er for m a nc e come s f rom A d a m
DeVine , who plays leading Treble
Maker Bu mper . It’s just a shame

Courtesy of filmofilia.com

Anna Kendrick (above) plays an aspiring DJ named Beca in the new collegiate showbiz
movie “Pitch Perfect.” She is forced into college instead of pursuing a career in music.
Bumper is terribly underused, as his
obnoxious antics really help keep the
comedy flowing. Luckily, Wilson is
there to fill in that gap, channeling
a bit of Melissa McCarthy into her
character with her hilarious dance
moves.
However, this is Anna Kendrick’s
fi lm, who has been on a great track to
stardom since her Oscar-nominated
r o l e i n “ Up i n t h e A i r ” (w e l l ,
except for those “Twilight” films).
Underneath all of the eyeliner and
constant sneering, she continues to
deliver the charm that she made a
star in the fi rst place. Also, she does
possess some great vocal talent.
The musical numbers are mostly
mashups that mix classics with popular
art ist like Bruno Mars and Miley

Cyrus, almost as if this was intended
to be “Glee t he Mov ie: Col lege
Edition.” While the numbers are toetappingly fun to listen to, there are
times when it becomes obvious that
Auto-Tuning and lip-syncing seem to
take over, mostly during some of the
group’s sing-alongs.
I f it w e r e n’t f o r t h e m a s s i v e
popularity of musical television these
days, there is the question of whether
“Pitch Perfect” would have ever found
success if it didn’t have its targeted
audience. But the movie is better than
expected and entertaining enough to
reach outside of such an audience.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
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Two Fingers brings booming hip-hop electronica
DJ Amon Tobin, UK’s
Doubleckick collaborate
Aaron Jenkins

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

“Stunt Rhythms”
TWO FINGERS

Label: Big Dada/Ninja Tune
To call Brazilian-born DJ and
full-time beatsmith Amon Tobin
anything other than a mastermind
would be to do him a disservice.
A f ter all, t h is is a n ar t ist who
constructed an entire electronic
album without a single instrument
or sample he didn’t create from
scratch (“ISAM”).
Throughout his career, he has
been unwilling to compromise his
radical vision of where he wants
electronica to go next.

Thankfully for his more casual
l isteners, t here’s Two Fi ngers ,
Tobin’s hip-hop inf luenced side
projec t w it h Un ited K i ngdom
producer Doubleclick . Here, the
experimental musician can loosen
h is proverbial collar a nd focus
on simply churning out speakermelting tracks.
Si nce “St u nt R hy t h m s” is
inspired by the innovative culture
of earlier hip-hop, it would be a
failure of an album if Two Fingers
didn’t up the ante with its sound.
E nter “St r ipe R hy t h m ,” t he
a lbu m’s power f u l opener. T he
track comes off as a devastating
throwdown to current mainstream
h ip-hop c u lt u re, when a t i n ny
d r u m pat ter n at it s on set is
drowned out by subwoofer-rattling
thunderclaps of bombastic bass and
beats.
It’s clear wit hin t he f irst f ive
seconds t hat Two Fingers have
upped their game and in doing so
have developed quite a different

sound.
In a lot of ways, the new sound of
the Two Fingers project fulfi lls the
promise of dubstep — the kind of
low, sordid electronica that could
spont a neou sly combu st at a ny
given second — minus the cheap
and tedious trick that is “the wub.”
Here, we have heavy beats layered
toget her w it h low sy nt hesizers
which snarl, buzz and screech with
such raw, animalistic intensity that
listeners can’t help but fall prey
to them. And like an animal, the
music of “Stunt Rhythms” behaves
as if it has a mind of its own.
The t rack s mor ph a nd sh if t ,
often going on arbitrary asides, and
then, just before falling completely
off the rails, they snap back into
t heir established rhy t hms w it h
renewed vigor.
This is what the “stunt” aspect of
the album’s title means. Each track
seems to be experimenting within
the bounds of the beat, daring to
pull entire layers of sound out from
under itself at a moment’s notice,
entering free fall for as long as
possible, and t hen catching t he
listener at the last possible second
on its bass and beat hook.
These st ylistic f lourishes may
seem chaotic and unnecessary, but
they add to an already masterful
level of audio product ion. A nd
hardcore Amon Tobin fans needn’t
worry, as his knack for infusing his
tracks with evocative urban sounds
is still on point.
The Doppler-effect synthesizers
of “Deep Jinx” bring to mind a
science-f iction superhighway of
hovering cars zipping by while,
“Elmer Rhythm’s” subterranean
echoes of percussion conjure up the

yawning void of a subway tunnel.
And with the volume cranked, the
effect of all of this is explosive.
T he f u l l a lbu m cont a i n s 21
tracks in total , and yet the whole
thing moves along at a breakneck
pace.
Take “Defender R hy t hm” for
example, a track that opens with a
chiptune-esque synthesizer laying
down a lightning fast, completely
silly melody that wouldn’t sound
out of place com i ng f rom a
“Galaga” arcade cabinet, and yet, it
systematically layers it with claps,
and several equally fast countermelodies, effectively turning it into
one of the most intense tracks on
the album. And it does all this in
less than two and a half minutes.
And then, boom, it’s on to the next
track.
Two Fingers’ sophomore album
is a no-holds-barred, relent less
thrill ride that not only manages
to top 2009’s debut album , but
propels beyond it and into t he
stratosphere.
“ St u nt R hy t h m s” i s b older,
heavier and more confident (almost
arrogantly so) than its predecessor
in almost every way. As an album,
it’s not perfect; it lacks connective
t is s ue to g ive it cohe sion a nd
s o u n d s m o r e l i k e a c o b b le d together playlist.
However, at the end of the day
it’s just nitpicking at an album that
any fan of electronic music simply
must listen to for themselves. Just
good luck fi nding a speaker system
that can handle it.

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

our APP

for iPhone and Android

Go to dailygamecock.com and
click survey for your chance to win!

October 10-21!
Good food, Good times
www.scstatefair.org

LIBERTY
AND
FREEDOM
ARE THE
AMERICAN WAY.

( UNLESS YOU’RE A WOMAN. )
Birth control and in vitro fertilization are being threatened
right this very moment. More politicians are talking about
making them illegal. We believe the women of South Carolina
— whether Republican, Democrat or Independent — deserve
local, state and national leaders who respect their rights.
We are the voice of reason. Join us today.

tellthemsc.org
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EMPLOYMENT

MISC

Experienced Personal
Trainers Needed
Located a mile from campus.
Contact Anne Marie for
details. 803.799.9455
Email mfulmer44@aol.com

TRAVEL

Queen Size Mattress Set
Brand New in Plastic,
$150.00 MUST SELL.
Please call 803-743-6950

OPPORTUNITIES
$BARTENDING$, $300/Day
Potential, NO EXPERIENCE
NEC.Training Available.
800-965-6520 XT253

BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189 for 5-Days.
All prices include: Round-trip
luxury party cruise.
Accommodations on the
island at
your choice of 13 resorts.
Appalachia Travel.
www.BahamaSun.com
800-867-5018

LINE AD RATES

That 9 dollar lunch
is worth more than
you think. Like 19,000
dollars more.

1st insertion: $2.50 / line
Subsequent: $1.50 / line

ADDITIONAL INFO
Two line minimum
Avg. line length of 30
characters

Pack your own lunch instead
of going out. $6 saved a day
x 5 days a week x 10 years x
6% interest = $19,592. That
could be money in your pocket.
Small changes today. Big bucks
tomorrow. Go to feedthepig.org
for free savings tips.

ADDITIONAL OPTIONS
Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available
for addt’l cost

DEADLINE
Noon, 1 business day
prior to publication

Go to www.dailygamecock.com and click on “Classifieds” to place your online &/or print ads. Upload your image(s) & manage your own account in one convenient place!
*FREE ONLINE ADS! Available only to USC students, faculty & staff. Just use your sc.edu email address.
Questions or special requests, call 777-3888 • Office hours: M-F 8:30am- 5pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

PHD • JORGE CHAM

THE SCENE

TODAY
HOT CHELLE RAE W/
ALLSTAR WEEKEND
7 p.m., $20
Pepsi Grandstand,
South Carolina
State Fair

HOROSCOPES

Aries

Leo

Sagittarius

St a y put f or a w h i le
longer. Both f inancial
and social planning take
on new impor t a nce.
Don’t worry about the
mone y ; ju st get i nto
the action and solve a
puzzle.

A friend helps you fi nd a
bug in your system. Turn
up the charm and up the
ante at work. Exceptional
pat ience is requ i red.
Focusing on someone
you love makes the task at
hand easier.

Invest your time and
energ y w i sely. You r
productivity is on the
rise, and you emerge
victorious once again.
D o n’t g i v e u p . I t ’s
easier than it seems.

Taurus

Virgo

Capricorn

Celebrate later: Now’s
t he t i m e f o r a c t io n .
Redesign your priorities,
set a juicy goal and get
the funding. You can get
your bills paid. Trust a
hunch.

Speak up and listen. Your
opinion is important, but
don’t get tangled up in an
argument, especially at
work. Create teamwork.
Achieve the goal despite
the circumstances.

Get your ant iques
appraised and make travel
plans. The road ahead is
full of fun surprises, so
enjoy them. Words come
out easily; use them to
make a difference.

Now’s a good time for
nest i ng a nd pen nypinching. Learn a new
trick to give a second life
to what you thought was
trash. You’re making a
good impression.

Av o id t a k i n g r i s k s ,
unless you’re willing to
learn the lesson. You
may need to be a stern
taskmaster. Search for
ways to cut costs. It all
works out.

Be prepared to do some
walking. Foot comfort is
essential. When one door
closes, another one opens.
Finding another source
of revenue is a good idea.
List passions.

Yo u c a n h a n d l e t h e
work obstacles coming
at you. Access your best
communication sk ills.
Send information to those
who need it. All ends well
and love prevails.

You get a lot done quickly,
especially w it hout
distraction. Count your
blessings. Go for what
you want, and enjoy what
you have. Get the family
to join in.

Hold your temper;
someone could get
hurt. Rage into a pillow.
Don’t take you r g if t s
for granted. Clean up to
improve living conditions
without spending.

Gemini

Cancer

Libra

Scorpio

TODAY

TOMORROW

JAM ROOM MUSIC FESTIVAL KICKOFF
PARTY W/ DEBONING METHOD,
LAZER/WULF, ABACUS

O.A.R.

7 p.m., $5
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
DAVEY WILLIAMS, LADONNA SMITH,
KEVIN GREEN
7 p.m. doors / 8 p.m. show, $8
Conundrum Music Hall,
626 Meeting St.

7 p.m., $25
Pepsi Grandstand,
South Carolina State Fair
CAN’T KIDS (JAM STREET MUSIC
FESTIVAL)
3:15 p.m., free
Hampton Street Stage

10/12/12

Aquarius

Pisces

DOING IT

DAILY
www.dailygamecock.com

10/12/12

1 2 3 4

for 10/11/12

1 Human mind
7 Petty
disagreement
15 Show whose
original house
band was The
Buckaroos
16 Shoe parts
17 Phrase that gets
a caller’s
attention?
18 Clancy’s Jack
Ryan, e.g.
19 Closer
20 Round Stic maker
21 Frond part
22 __ jure
23 Nut crackers
25 Modify
26 21st Greek letter
27 Hairstyles like
MacGyver’s
29 Understand
30 Upright citizen?
32 Meshed dividers
34 Words from the
head of a line
35 Kind of justice
39 Work that can’t
be done alone
41 Undermine
42 Wagner’s “__
Rheingold”
45 Pump pick
47 Rabbit friend
48 Marine predator
50 Leg strengthener
51 Streamlet
52 City in Florida’s
horse country
54 Carrier letters
55 Enter
56 Home
entertainment
piece
58 Delivery class?
59 Regularly
monitored, in a
way
60 Brings out
61 City near the
Khyber Pass
62 Shooting locale?
DOWN
1 City where a
Pauline letter was
received
2 Ranking angels
3 Reminiscent of
the 1919 poem
“The Second
Coming”
4 City with a
California State

campus
5 Dish of leftovers
6 Lea bleater
7 Talkative
8 Popular ﬁnancial
software
9 Hagen of the
stage
10 “Immediately!”
11 “I made more
lousy pictures
than any actor in
history” speaker,
familiarly
12 Homogenizes
13 “Of Mice and
Men” rabbit lover
14 Impressive
spread
20 Middle manager?
23 Raid squad
24 Run an errand,
say
27 Error
28 It’s often
preceded by a
warning
31 “Pushing Daisies”
pie maker
33 Ninth in a series:
Abbr.
36 Japanese
restaurant order
37 Adored
38 Hipster’s trait
40 Only word heard

Solutions from 10/11/12

in a 1958 song
of the same
name
41 Reunión
attendees
42 Genre
characterized by
nonsense
syllables
43 Recherché
44 Works near an
arena, perhaps
46 Assemble, as
troops
49 To whom many
pray

51 Clean again
53 Vibes
55 Island brew
57 “Immediately!”
58 The Once-__:
“The Lorax”
character

This Saturday!

day
at the

Grab a shuttle from the Russell House
leaving every hour on the hour from 3-10.

Shuttle From SC State Fair will run every half hour from 3:30-10:30.

Fair Dates: Oct 10 - 21 • Enjoy 10 am - 11 pm

Great food and great fun!

www.scstatefair.org
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HOME
South Carolina recruits
lead Gamecocks’ surge
Isabelle Khurshudyan

IKHURSHUDYAN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Photos by Chris Keohane / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

File Photo

W

h e n
defensive
e n d
Jade ve on
Clow ney
was being
recruited out of Rock Hill,
Sout h Carolina wasn’t t he
winningest program trying to
sign him.
After seeing former USC
cornerback Stephon Gilmore,
another Rock Hill native, pick
t he G amecock s t wo years
earlier, Clowney, then the No.
1 recruit in the nation, said he
always knew he wanted to join
him.
“I said, I just want to go
t here and help t hem win,”
Clowney said. “That’s why
I came here — because they
were on the rise and I wanted
to be a part of that.”
The No. 3 Gamecocks ride
a 10-game win streak dating
back to last year into t his
week’s game at No. 9 LSU (8
p.m.). They come off a schoolrecord 11-win season.
The signing of the state’s
best players over the last four
years is the main reason for
the change in the program’s
fortunes. Thirteen starters
g r a d u at e d f r o m a S o u t h
Carolina high school,
including two players who were
recognized as Mr. Football,
awarded to the state’s top high
school senior — Clowney and
star junior tailback Marcus
Lattimore.
“Sout h Carolina has
had a long history of really
good player s i n t he st ate
t h at we h a v e n’t g o t t e n ,”
USC recruiting coordinator
Steve Spurrier Jr. said. “The
d i f ferenc e t he pl ayer s i n

“The difference the players
in this state have made to our
program is unbelievable.”
— Steve Spurrier Jr.
this state have made to our
program is unbelievable.”
Having some imagination
For mer recr u it i ng
coordinator Shane Beamer,
now an assistant at Virginia
Tech, was reading an article
on ESPN.com when he saw a
stunning statistic.
Over the last 10 years, South
Carolina was a top-five state
for produci ng f i rst-rou nd
NFL talent, but out of the
approx i m ately 20 player s
listed, only three or four had
attended USC or Clemson.
“We used that quite a bit in
recruiting to say, ‘Look at all of
this talent coming out of this
state. If you guys would just
stay at home and play for the
University of South Carolina,
there’s no telling how good
USC could be,’” Beamer said.
Goose Creek head coach
Chuck Reedy said 64 players
from South Carolina chose to
go out of state for college and
ended up on an NFL roster
from 1992 to 2010, which he
referred to as nearly “t wo
decades of mediocrit y” for
both USC and Clemson.
He was an assistant at South

Carolina in 1996 and recalls
look ing down at the roster
and realizing what the biggest
problem for the team was.
“A third of the roster was
from Florida,” Reedy said.
“Those were guys that Florida
didn’t recruit. I mean, it’s like
you’re taking guys that Florida
didn’t want and then you think
you’re going to go down and
beat Florida. Well, it’s not
going to happen.”
Beamer said the first part
of t urning that talent into
G a mecock s was repa i r i ng
relationships with high school
coaches. He’d heard a lot of
talk among them that their
schools hadn’t had a visit from
a USC recruiter in years.
Beamer said the staff made
an effort to be visible in the
schools, regardless of whether
they were recruiting a player
from there or not, and would
attend coaches’ clinics where
the state’s high school coaches
were present.
R e e d y, w h o c o a c h e d
offensive lineman Brandon
Shell at Goose Creek High
S c ho ol , s a id Spu r r ier Jr.
recruits at his school and has
been a consistent presence,

e v e n w h e n R e e d y w o u ld
tell him t here weren’t any
Division-I prospects on the
team.
“He developed relationships
with the school,” Reedy said.
“When we did have our first
really good player, Brandon
Shell, he already had a good
r e l a t i o n s h ip a n d a g o o d
foundation at Goose Creek.”
In order to recruit highcaliber players like Gilmore,
who was M r. Football h is
senior year, Beamer said it
was important to challenge
players like him, spur DeVonte
Holloman and former USC
wide receiver Alshon Jeffery to
have a vision for a program that
had never been a contender in
the SEC.
“What we told them was,
‘You can go to A labama or
go to LSU and accomplish
something that’s already been
done , where t he y ’ve won
championships, or you can
stay at home and do something
that’s never been done before,’”
Beamer said. “That’s winning
a championship and bringing
consistent winning to South
Carolina. If you do that in this
state, you’ll be remembered

USC vs. LSU
Saturday, October 13, 2012 at Tiger Stadium

forever.”
Beamer said every program
encou nter s some i n- st ate
recruits insistent on going
out of state because they’ve
lived somewhere their entire
life and want to do something
different.
US C he ad c o ac h St e v e
Spu r r ier sa id t hat w it h
football, more t ha n ot her
sports, those situations are
rare.
“It just seems l i ke w it h
football players, if they can get
what they’re looking for in a
college — compete at a high
level, academics — and it’s
close to home, a lot of football
players stay close to home,”
he said. “A lot of the other
sports, players will travel all
over the country. It seems like
football players want to play
within three or four hours, so
their parents and friends and
everybody can see them play.”
W hen Spu r r ier went to
Greenwood High to meet Sam
Montgomer y, now an LSU
defensive end , Montgomery
walked out of the meeting,
t u r ned to h is h igh school
HOME ● B5
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USC focuses on passing

Line prepares to contain Mingo,
Montgomery, speedy LSU defense
Kyle Heck

KHECK@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

South Carolina offensive line coach Shawn Elliott
isn’t sure about how he is going to stop the LSU
defensive line from getting to quarterback Connor
Shaw.
“They’re awfully good,” Elliott said. “I don’t know
what we are going to do to slow them down. Tight
ends and tackles, I mean we’re going to have to put
running backs and everything on these guys.”
The guys he is talking about are defensive ends
Sam Montgomery, Greenwood, S.C., and Barkevious
Mingo. While their statistics aren’t eye-popping
— combined three sacks and 8.5 tackles for loss
through six games — Mingo and Montgomery are
a couple of the fastest defensive ends in the league.
“Those guys are as just as fast as me,” Shaw said.
“I don’t think I am going to be able to get out of the
pocket as good as I usually do. I just have to have my
eyes downfield and get the passing game going this
week.”
The offensive line did a good job against Georgia’s
Jarvis Jones, a probable top-five pick in next April’s
NFL draft, and John Jenkins, but Elliott says that
LSU will be a “different animal.”
“Hopefully it’s not the roller coaster ride we’ve
been on,” Elliott said. “Hopefully, we can find some
consistency and put together back-to-back good
games.”
Sophomore left tack le Corey Robinson has
entrenched himself as the starter over the past few
weeks while freshman Brandon Shell has taken
over the right tackle spot while sophomore Mike
Matulis recovered from a shoulder injury. Matulis
was available for the Georgia game, but did not play.
Going into the season, Robinson was a backup to
Shell; however, Elliott says that something clicked in
the 6-foot, 8-inch, 337-pound North Carolina native
after Shell struggled in the opener.
“He always (has) had the tools to come out and
be a good player, and he never really bought in to
playing it,” Elliott said. “We were struggling early
on in the Vanderbilt game and he came out and said,
‘man, I can do this; I’ll show you.’ And I said, ‘well
you show me and I’ll put you in there,’ and that’s just
what he did. As long as he can keep his motivation
and focus he’s going to be a good player.”
Elliott said there were some “ups and downs” to
the way Shell played Saturday but said he did a good
job overall.
While the speed of the LSU defense may limit his
ability to run, Shaw said that he can’t try to do too
much through the air against the Tigers.

DEFENSE

Beth Revelle / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Quarterback Connor Shaw said he will have a hard time getting out of the pocket because of LSU’s defensive line.
“I think the biggest thing for me is to limit the
turnovers, manage the game and just be smart with
the football,” Shaw said.
Last week, players and coaches noted how fi red
up the team was in practice before the biggest game
in Williams-Brice stadium history. The efforts
paid off in a dominating 28-point win over Georgia
and Shaw said that there has been no let down in
intensity this week, nor has the increased hype
around the program affected anyone.
“We followed through with that,” Shaw said. “I
think so far, so good through this week and we’re
just going to continue on getting better. We had a

lot of hype going into last week’s game and we are
handling it fine.”
W hile center TJ Johnson says that the LSU
defense is “incredible,” he is excited to get down to
Baton Rouge and experience the atmosphere.
“I’ve heard a lot of stories,” Johnson said. “I’m
excited to get down there, excited to experience it
all. This is what college football is all about — the
atmospheres and stuff. It’s the one SEC stadium that
I’ve always wanted to play at and I am excited to go.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

Gamecocks get physical

Extra contact in practice
trains defense for LSU
Paulina Berkovich

PBERKOVICH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

If LSU’s offense could be described
in one word, it would be physical.
Defensive line coach Brad Lawing
called the Bayou Bengals a “smash
mouth” football team that would
cha l lenge USC w it h agg re s sive
s c he me s , s u c h a s e ig ht-m a n
protection, with t wo blockers for
each Gamecock lineman.
But with increased contact and
conditioning in practice this week,
South Carolina’s defense will look to
build on its dominant performance
over the Bulldogs last week against
an offense more dangerous than its
recent performance indicates.
“We take it one week at a time,”
senior defensive end Devin Taylor
said. “We have to prepare for this
week and take whatever we learned
of f last week a nd i ncor porate it
into this week to keep us focused
throughout the season.”
USC limited UGA to 115 yards
on the ground last week, including
just 39 for freshman Todd Gurley,
t he Bulldogs’ r ushing leader for
the season. Lawing said Georgia’s
tailbacks cut a lot when they ran,
wh ich is characterist ic of you ng
players who don’t have the confidence
to take on a defender in a one-on-one.
LSU’s r ush ing cor ps has been
without junior Alfred Blue for the
past three weeks after he injured his
knee against Idaho in the third week
of the season. Blue was averaging
more than 90 yards a game before he
went down.
But even without the junior, LSU
has depth at tailback with sophomore
K en ny H i l l ia rd , who le ad s t he
Tigers with six touchdowns on the
season. Junior Michael Ford, last
year’s rushing leader, has added two
touchdowns and averages 40 yards
per game.
The Tigers’ of fensive line has
struggled with injuries this season,
losing left tackle Chris Faulk to a
season-ending injur y last month.

Chris Keohane / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Senior defensive end Devin Taylor said the Gamecock defense will have be physical throughout the entire game to contain LSU.
Right guard Josh Williford had to
leave LSU’s game against Florida
after a head injury in the fi rst half,
but he is still listed as the starter on
the Tigers’ depth chart.
The l i ne is a mong t he most
intimidating in the SEC, with no
player less than 300 pounds. Because
of the challenge posed by the line,
and tailbacks who will not shy away
f rom contact, stay ing aggressive
throughout the game will be critical
for USC’s defense.
“They’re a big bunch of physical
guys up front,” Taylor said. “They
practice physical, play physical —
that’s all they do.”
L S U a v e r a g e d mo r e t h a n 4 8
points a game through its fi rst three
contests of the season, all against
nonconference opponents. But in its

fi rst SEC matchup, it barely escaped
with a 12-10 win over Auburn in
a ga me where it was a 20 -poi nt
favorite.
The Tigers’ fi rst loss of the season
came against Florida last week. The
offense failed to score a touchdown.
LSU converted just one third down
the entire game and rushed for just
42 yards.
Lawing said the poor result was
not necessarily from any change in
LSU’s style of play.
“I’m sure the (Florida) defense is
probably part of it,” Lawing said.
“LSU does what they do. They line
up and try to hit you in the mouth.”
After Tuesday’s practice, Lawing
said the line did more contact than
usual in order to prepare mentally
and physically for LSU’s hard-hitting

style.
The line has continued to focus on
other improvements as well. Taylor
said he is working to improve his
hand-eye coordination and his ability
to react to the ball when it’s thrown
in his direction.
The senior, along with the rest of
the defensive line, will be prepared
to step up and keep LSU’s offense
contained despite its intimidating
size and style of play.
“It’s going to be a physical game,”
Ta y l o r s a id . “ We j u s t h a v e t o
keep playing physical throughout
the entire game and not let up on
anything. Otherwise, they will pretty
much do what they do.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
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BEHIND ENEMY LINES
Five questions with The Daily Reveille
Alex Cassara
The Daily Reveille Football Staffer
1. What are Sam Montgomery’s feelings going into a
game against his home’s state university?

This game transcends a must-win for Montgomery. Yes, his team has its
back against the wall with the loss to Florida, but it’s clear that this game
means that much more to him. “Nothing really matters except 4 the game
this week I’ve been waiting on it My whole life and it’s deeper the football,
rankings or the sec,” Montgomery tweeted Monday.
Montgomery eschewed the Gamecocks to carve his own path, and I
think he wants to validate the decision. Plus, he’s itching to play against
and show up close friends and former teammates Kelcy Quarles and D.J.
Swearinger. I expect Connor Shaw to be pretty familiar with Montgomery
by the end of Saturday’s game.

2. Have you seen the Tigers become more motivated
after the loss to Florida?

While we’ll have to wait until quarterback Zach Mettenberger takes that
fi rst snap to know exactly how motivated they are, they defi nitely know
how important this game is. Some players talked this week about how their
BCS hopes would be shot with another loss, and it’s true.
These players have been singing the same song since lowly Auburn gave
them fits, that they need to come together and fi x the little things. They’d
better take their own advice, because it’s do or die.

3. South Carolina coach Steve Spurrier has said he
likes Les Miles. Has Miles said anything about Spurrier?

way only he can to avoid giving something away, but he’s tight-lipped when
it comes to speaking on other coaches for whatever reason.
Miles has no choice but to respect Spurrier for his accomplishments, one
of which is a 5-2 record in Tiger Stadium, but he is 2-0 against the Ol’ Ball
Coach. Coaching duels don’t get much better, or more interesting, than
this.

4. How will South Carolina’s “Ground ‘N’ Pound” offense
stack up against LSU’s defense?

If last weekend was any indication, as Florida running back Mike Gillislee
shredded the Tigers for 146 yards on 34 carries, it’ll stack up just fi ne. The
defense stymied the Gators to begin with before Gillislee ripped off 112
yards in the second half. The Tigers got a dose of their own medicine dated
“2011,” with the defense tiring and collapsing under a grinding ground
game that stretched Florida’s time of possession to 37:24. This has much to
do with the offense’s implosion.
That’s where South Carolina’s offensive philosophy will prove an
advantage. The defense can only hold so long for the inept offense, so the
more Marcus Lattimore mashes into that front seven, the more it’ll give as
the game goes on.

5. Prediction time — who ya got?

The way LSU’s season as played out so far, South Carolina is a matchup
nightmare for the Tigers. The combination of an injury-ravaged offensive
line and Mettenberger’s inexperience will mean a feast for Jadeveon
Clowney & Co. I don’t think LSU will have improved on offense during the
week, and after seeing what they did to Georgia, I’ve got South Carolina
taking this one 17-10. Drink it up, Cocks fans.

Both are affable, so I assume there’s a mutual fondness, but I couldn’t
say for sure. Miles will typically meander around the media’s questions the

Wear Garnet & Black on Fridays and you could win a $25
Barnes & Noble gift card or $25 to your
CarolinaCard

Zack showed his spirit
last Friday and WON...
you could too!
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Longhorns aim to recover from loss

Unbeaten Irish to host Cardinal
after dominant win against Miami
Matt Maccaro

SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

No. 15 Texas vs. No. 13 Oklahoma
(Dallas), Noon, ABC

The Red Rivalry will be renewed for the 107th time
at the Texas State Fair in Dallas on Saturday, as the
Longhorns look to rebound from last week’s home
loss against West Virginia. Oklahoma recovered
from its loss against Kansas State at home two
weeks ago by blowing out Texas Tech last week in
Lubbock, 41-20. With each team already having one
loss in Big 12 play, the game between the two bitter
rivals is critical for both teams. Oklahoma is led by
quarterback Landry Jones, who played extremely
well in the win against the Red Raiders after one of
the worst games of his career against KSU. Running
back Damien Williams is also dangerous for the
Sooners, averaging nearly 8 yards a carry. Like its
in-state rival Baylor, Texas scored enough points to
beat West Virginia but didn’t show up on defense,
losing 48-45. Sophomore quarterback David Ash has
been very efficient, completing nearly 80 percent of
passes so far this year for 11 touchdowns and only
one interception. Former Longhorns standout wide
receiver Jordan Shipley’s brother Jaxon leads the
team in receiving touchdowns and receptions. Texas
leads 59-42-5 in the series, which dates back to 1900.

No. 17 Stanford @ No. 7 Notre Dame,
3:30 p.m., NBC

The hype gets bigger in South Bend each week.
Notre Dame keeps winning, and the Irish kept their
unbeaten season going last weekend, blowing out
Miami 41-3 in Chicago, moving to No. 7 in this
week’s AP poll. The three-headed rushing attack of
Theo Riddick, George Atkinson III and Cierre Wood
keeps getting it done, as the trio have combined for
almost 750 yards and eight touchdowns. The stifling
Irish defense averages 7.8 points allowed per game,
which is second in the nation. Stanford enters the
game 5-1, with its sole loss being a 17-13 upset in
Seattle against Washington. It survived a barn
burner last week at home against Arizona, squeaking
out a 54-48 overtime victory. If the Cardinal are to
come into Notre Dame Stadium and beat the surging
Irish, they’ll need a big effort from star running
back Stepfan Taylor, who has rushed for more than
550 yards and five touchdowns this season. Junior
quarterback Josh Nunes has made life after Andrew
Luck a little easier for the Cardinal, throwing for
almost 1,150 yards and eight touchdowns so far this
season and completing around 54 percent of passes.

No. 5 West Virginia @ Texas Tech,
3:30 p.m., ABC/ESPN

T he Heism a n bu zz ha s got ten louder for
Mountaineers quarterback Geno Smith. He had
another huge performance in last week’s 48-45
shootout win over Texas in Austin to keep the

Mountaineers undefeated. The senior’s stat line
on the season now includes nearly 2,000 yards, 24
touchdowns and more than 80 percent of passes
completed, with no interceptions. Texas Tech has the
offense to score on the Mountaineers’ porous defense,
which is 104th in the nation in points allowed, but it
remains to be seen how the Red Raiders’ defense will
be able to contain Smith and the West Virginia aerial
attack, which is second in the country at 407 yards
per game. Mountaineers receivers Stedman Bailey
and Tavon Austin have combined for 21 touchdowns
and nearly 1,400 yards of receiving. The Red Raiders’
unbeaten season was ended by Oklahoma this week,
as they lost at home 41-20. Senior Seth Doege has
thrown for nearly 1,400 yards and 15 touchdowns
this season, and while his numbers may pale in
comparison to a superstar like Smith, his Raider
offense has the potential to put up points on a WVU
defense that has been bailed out by its potent offense
so far this season.

No . 11 S o ut h e r n C a l i fo r n i a @
Boston College @ No. 12 Florida
Washington, 7 p.m., Fox
State, 5:30 p.m., ESPN2
After surviving a scare in at Utah this weekend,

Photos courtesy of MCT Campus

GAMEDAY 411
South Carolina @ LSU

WHERE:

T i g e r St a d i u m

(capacity of 92,542)

WHEN: Kickoff is scheduled for

8 p.m. ET.

Southern Cal travels to Seattle to take on the
Washington Huskies, who are trying to rebound
after becoming the latest victims of the offensive
juggernaut that is Oregon, losing 52-21 last week
in Eugene. Though the season began with national
title hopes, the Trojans have underachieved so far.
Southern Cal will look to get back to elite form in
the next three weeks before hosting a showdown with
Oregon in the L.A. Coliseum on Nov. 3. Trojans
quarterback Matt Barkley has played well recently,
throwing for 303 yards and three touchdowns in the
win over Utah last week. Penn State transfer Silas
Redd has become an asset for USC as its leading
rusher. The Huskies have been wounded by a tough
schedule, suffering losses this season to No. 3 LSU
and No. 2 Oregon. They did, however, beat then–
No. 8 Stanford at home two weeks ago. The offense,
quarterbacked by junior Keith Price, has struggled to
score, averaging just fewer than 23 points per game,
which ranks 97th in the nation.

WEATHER:

The forecast
for the Baton Rouge area Saturday calls
for partly cloudy skies with a 10-percent
chance of rain. The high temperature
is supposed to be 86 degrees with a low
of 68.

The Seminoles had their national title aspirations
dashed last weekend in Raleigh, losing to unranked
North Carolina State in one of the biggest upsets of
the college football season so far, 17-16. The remedy
may very well be a home game against reeling Boston
College, which is 1-5 with its sole victory coming
against Maine in Week 2. The Eagles lost last week
to previously winless Army at West Point 34-31,
allowing the Cadets to snap an eight-game losing
streak. Seminoles quarterback E.J. Manuel will
look to rebound after being held in check for the
first time all season in last weekend’s loss. The
stout FSU defense has only allowed 12 points per
game, seventh in the country. Running backs Chris
Thompson and James Wilder Jr. have combined for
11 touchdowns and more than 865 yards rushing.
The Boston offense, which has really struggled
running the football, is ranked 16th in the country in
passing yards, quarterbacked by capable passer junior
Chase Rettig. Junior wideout Alex Amidon has 38
receptions and four touchdowns this season.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

IN THE
MEDIA
RADIO:

The game will be broadcast
nationally on Dial Globe Sports. John Sadak will
handle play-by-play duties, and Rocky Boiman
will be the color analyst. Locally, the game will
be broadcast on 107.5 FM. Todd Ellis will do the
play-by-play, and Tommy Suggs will be the color
analyst. Langston Moore is the sideline reporter.
Additionally, a simulcast of the Gamecock Radio
Network broadcast will be on satellite radio on
Sirius 85/XM 85.

TELEVISION:

THE LINE: LSU by 3 points

L A ST M E E T I NG :

LSU 24-17 in 2008 at Williams-Brice
Stadium in Columbia

SERIES: LSU leads 16-2-1.

The game will be
televised on ESPN. Brent Musburger will handle
play-by-play duties, and Kirk Herbstreit will be
the color analyst. Heather Cox is the sideline
reporter. A replay will be shown on Sunday at 8
p.m. on SportSouth. Andy Demetra will do the
play-by-play, and Brad Muller will handle the
analysis on the replay.
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Rebels look for first SEC win against Auburn

Mizzou turns to redshirt
freshman quarterback
Nate Hammett

SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Auburn @ Ole Miss, 12:21
p.m., SEC Network

Auburn was poised to win its first
SEC contest of the season but fell to
Arkansas last Saturday by a score of
24-7. Despite gaining 381 total yards
against the Hogs, the Tigers managed
just 40 rushing yards on 32 attempts
as Arkansas sacked quarterbacks Keihl
Frazier and Clint Moseley eight times.
The Tigers also hurt themselves by
turning the ball over as Arkansas picked
off three passes and forced two fumbles.
Ole Miss will host Auburn coming off
a close 30-27 loss to Texas A&M. The
Rebels rushed for 159 yards against the
Aggies, and Jeff Scott averaged more
than 5 yards per carry. Sophomore
quarterback Bo Wallace threw for 305
yards but had two interceptions with
only one touchdown. Although the
Rebels sit at 3-3, they are winless so far
in SEC play.

No. 1 Alabama @ Missouri,
3:30 p.m., CBS

Missouri’s early misfortunes in the
SEC continued last Saturday as the
Tigers fell to Vanderbilt by a score of 1915. Junior quarterback James Franklin
has struggled with injuries all season
and will be out for several weeks with a
knee injury. Consequently, Mizzou will
turn to Corbin Berkstresser, a redshirt
f resh ma n, to face t he SEC’s top
defense. Berkstresser saw significant
action in last week’s loss, completing
only nine of 30 passes. Alabama will
travel to Columbia, Mo., coming off a
bye week. The Tide is the consensus
No. 1 team in America. Coming into
Saturday’s game, Alabama has given up
only 329 total rushing yards, and the
Tide limits opponents to fewer than
130 passing yards per game.

216 yards . Running backs Jonathan
Williams and Dennis Johnson ran for a
combined total of 110 yards as Arkansas
scored 14 points in the fourth quarter
to seal the win. The Razorbacks will
hope to build on last week’s success as
they host the 1-5 Wildcats. Freshman
quarterback Jalen Whitlow was 10of-21 in passes for only 73 yards as
Kentucky fell to Mississippi State last
week. The Wildcats were held to fewer
than 85 rushing yards, averaging only
2.5 yards per run.

Tenne s see @ No. 19
Mississippi State, 9 p.m.,
ESPN2

State fi nds itself sitting
No. 4 Florida @ Vanderbilt, at Mississippi
5-0 for the first time since the 1999
season. Junior running back LaDarius
6 p.m., ESPNU

Florida will head up to Nashville this
weekend after dethroning the then–No.
4 LSU Tigers. Although the Gators
found themselves down 6-0 at the half,
they took advantage of some injuries in
LSU’s linebacker corps and pounded
the ball with a downhill rushing attack
for the last two quarters. Florida ran
the ball on its final 25 plays, and senior
running back Mike Gillislee fi nished
with 146 yards on 34 carries and two
touchdowns. Sophomore quarterback
Jeff Driskel attempted only 12 passes
but completed eight of them. Vanderbilt
captured its first SEC victory of the
sea son a s t he C om modore s beat
Missouri. Quarterback Jordan Rodgers
completed 14 of 24 passes for 182 yards
in the win.

Perk ins had a big day, rushing for
110 yards and a touchdown to help
the Bulldogs beat Kentucky, 27-14.
The Bulldogs put up 427 yards of
offense as quarterback Tyler Russell
completed 23 passes for 269 yards and
two touchdowns . Tennessee had its
bye week Saturday after a high-scoring
shootout in Athens the week before.
Tyler Bray and the Tennessee offense
scorched Georgia’s defense, gaining
nearly 480 yards of total offense. The
running game had perhaps its best day
of the season as the Vols rushed for 197
yards against the Dawgs. This game
marks the beginning a stretch of the
season where Tennessee will play three
top-20 teams in succession.

No. 22 Texas A&M @ No.
Kentucky @ Arkansas, 23 Louisiana Tech, 9 p.m.,
7 p.m., FSN
ESPNU
Arkansas managed to end its losing
streak Saturday by beating Auburn on
the Plains, 24-7. Senior quarterback
Tyler Wilson completed 20 passes for

The Aggies earned their second
SEC win of the season last week,
pulling out a close game against

HOME ● Continued from B1
coach and asked who he had just talked to.
“He said, ‘Son, you don’t k now who Steve
Spurrier is?’” Montgomery said in a high-pitched
voice, mimicking his old coach. “That was the most
funniest moment of my life. I said, ‘No, coach, I don’t
watch ESPN.’ So then,it got passed around when I
went to my basketball games, and I’d hear people say
in the crowd, ‘He doesn’t know who Steve Spurrier
is.’ I didn’t find out until later he won the Heisman.”
Defensive line coach Brad Lawing said he recruited
Montgomery hard and wishes he would’ve become
a Gamecock like his fellow Greenwood teammates,
defensive tackle Kelcy Quarles and free safety D.J.
Swearinger.
For Montgomery, his decision to leave had little to
do with the Gamecocks. He said he’s impressed with
the individuals and the team as a whole for getting
USC to new heights.
“I just wanted to be different,” Montgomery said.
“I didn’t want to take the same route as everybody
going to South Carolina or Clemson ... I wanted
to show the South Carolina guys that people from
South Carolina can go around the world to play
football.”
Swearinger was also looking to go out of state
and originally committed to Tennessee. He said he
doesn’t remember his perception of the Gamecocks
when he was in high school because he didn’t seriously
consider USC until late in the recruiting process.
“I can tell you one thing,” Swearinger said. “It
wasn’t like this.”
Domino effect
Spurrier Jr. said he’ll never forget visiting a high
school two years ago and hearing a gentleman tell

Ole Miss. Both running back Ben
Malena and quarterback Joh n ny
Manziel rushed for more than 120
yards against the Rebels’ defense.
Manziel also threw for 191 yards and
a touchdown, but he was picked off
twice. Texas A&M leads the SEC
in scoring offense, averaging 44.6
points per game. Louisiana Tech will
enter the game at 5-0 with a highpowered offense of its own. The
Bulldogs are third in the nation in
the scoring offense with 53.2 points
per game. The game was originally
set for Aug. 30 but was postponed to
this weekend due to Hurricane Isaac.

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

him that kids were waiting to see where Clowney was
going to end up because they wanted to play with
him.
The domino effect for South Carolina really started
two years before Clowney, when the Gamecocks were
able to land Gilmore, who was the No. 10 overall pick
in the 2012 NFL Draft, Holloman and Jeffery.
“I mean, those guys could have gone anywhere, and
when they came here and when we started playing
well with those guys, it continued to steamroll with
everybody else we’ve recruited,” Spurrier Jr. said.
Gilmore started a four-year streak of South
Carolina signing the state’s Mr. Football, getting
Lattimore the next year, Clowney the year after that
and then signing wide receiver Shaq Roland for this
year’s freshman class.
Though improved facilities from the athletic
department’s $200 million master plan certainly
helped, landing Gilmore and Lat t imore sent
a message to other top recruits like Roland and
Clowney.
“Your best recruiters are your players, and if
the players are happy and the players feel like the
program is headed in the right direction and they feel
like the coaches care about them, they are going to do
a great job selling other kids,” Reedy said.
“I think they see one guy do it the year before, and
then it gets the ball rolling,” Beamer said. “It just
takes one or two guys to have that vision ... I’ve got
a lot of respect for those guys that hung with us and
signed with us because we were coming off two bad
bowl losses when a lot of those guys decided to sign
with us.”
In Lattimore’s freshman season, USC was able
to win the SEC East for the fi rst time in program
history, proof of what difference the state’s top

Photos courtesy of MCT Capus

recruits can make. During Clowney’s freshman
season, USC won its first bowl game since 2006 and
finished ranked in the top 10.
“We finally built it up to where we think we’re very
competitive, we graduate our players and we certainly
send them to the NFL,” Spurrier said. “We’ve been
bragging about those two first-round picks last year
and the second-round pick. A lot of other schools we
compete against did not have that. Hopefully that’s
what players are looking for.”
Spurrier Jr. said he always talk s about how
recruiting is a continual process of “if you recruit
well, you’ll win, and if you win, you’ll recruit well.”
Now that USC is entering its third year of sustained
success, other SEC schools are having trouble
recruiting in the state of South Carolina.
Spurrier pointed out Georgia only has two players
from the state, and Reedy said a Georgia coach
recently told him A.J. Green was the last big recruit
UGA has been able to get from South Carolina.
“W hen you get players, you’re going to have
success,” Beamer said. “It’s not rocket science. South
Carolina’s got great players right now. Don’t get
me wrong, they’re doing a great job coaching, but
there are great players. You have a guy like Jadeveon
Clowney. You have a guy like Marcus Lattimore, so
you’re going to be successful.
“Hopefully the guys that think they do want to get
out of the state will think twice about it now.”
The Daily Reveille’s Alex Cassara contributed to this
story.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

